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A Message from Interim Superintendent of Schools-
Carol F. Muscarella 

 Dear Plainedge Community,

As we wrap up the month of May, I continue to be inspired by the energy,

accomplishments, and sense of pride that define our Plainedge school community.

This time of year is always filled with exciting events, celebrations, and milestones,
and it serves as a wonderful reminder of the strength of our students, staff, families,

and community partners.

Across the district, our students continue to excel in academics, athletics, the arts,

and service to others. From impressive student achievements to meaningful
classroom experiences and community events, there is so much to celebrate

throughout Plainedge Public Schools. We are especially proud of our seniors as
they begin finalizing plans for their futures and participate in events recognizing

their hard work and accomplishments.

As we head toward the final weeks of the school year, I encourage everyone to take

time to enjoy the end-of-year activities taking place across the district. These
moments highlight the extraordinary spirit of Plainedge and the many ways our

students continue to shine.

Thank you for your ongoing support of Plainedge Public Schools. Together, we

continue to create outstanding opportunities for all students to learn, grow, and
succeed.

Warm regards, 
Carol F. Muscarella
Interim Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.plainedgeschools.org/


Thank you Plainedge: Budget Vote

Charles E. Schwarting Promising Practice

We are proud to announce that the Charles E. Schwarting Elementary School

“Bristal Buddies” program has been recognized by Character.org for its outstanding

commitment to character development, service learning, and community
engagement! Through meaningful partnerships with seniors and veterans at The

Bristal, our Student LEADers are building connections, spreading kindness, and
proving that leadership begins with empathy and service.

Congratulations to the entire Schwarting community on this incredible honor!



John H. West Field Day

West students brought Plainedge P.R.I.D.E., energy, and excitement to an America-
themed Field Day filled with games, laughter, and school spirit.

From the Liberty Leap Sack Race and United We Balance Egg & Spoon Race to

the Constitution Clean-Up Relay, Freedom Dash Relay, and many other patriotic

stations, students spent the day racing, cheering, and celebrating together in a fun
and memorable Field Day experience.





Pen-Pal Day

The Puppy Pen-Pal event was all about friendship, wellness, and fun! Fifth graders

from all three elementary schools met their pen pals in person and spent the day

participating in exciting team-building and wellness activities including yoga, soccer,
green screen fun, mandala photos, cup stacking, and so much more!



STREAM NIGHT

Our 8th Annual Family STREAM Night was a spectacular evening filled with

creativity, innovation, and hands-on learning for Plainedge families in grades PreK–

8!

Students and families explored a wide variety of engaging, interactive workshops
designed by our incredible STREAM Team. Activities included building robotic

hands, creating lava lamps and slime, launching cotton balls, designing spaghetti

bridges, experimenting with Oobleck, racing balloon-powered cars and paper
airplanes, coding with Python, exploring robotics, and so much more.



From science and technology to engineering, art, and mindfulness activities like

family yoga, there was truly something for everyone to enjoy. The event showcased
the curiosity, collaboration, and excitement for learning that make the Plainedge

community so special.

A heartfelt thank you to our Board of Education, Central Administration, STREAM

Team, facilitators, staff, and families for helping make this unforgettable evening a
tremendous success!



Teacher Appreciation Week:
Spotlight on NBC's The Today Show

What a special day for Plainedge Public Schools and the Plainedge community! In

honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, NBC’s Today Show selected John H. West
Elementary Kindergarten teacher Miss.Flanagan for a special national spotlight!

Miss.Flanagan, a beloved kindergarten teacher at John H. West Elementary, was

nominated by parents of former students in recognition of the lasting impact she has
made on so many young learners.

As part of the celebration, NBC brought her entire class to the Today Show Plaza,

where students joined her in teaching a special lesson live on air. To top it all off, the



segment included an incredible $50,000 donation to Plainedge Schools from

Melissa and Doug Toys!

Elementary Best Buddies

Our Elementary School Best Buddies celebrated their final get-together of the
school year with an afternoon filled with smiles, friendship, and fun! Students

enjoyed making friendship bracelets, coloring Memorial Day themed pictures, and

creating lasting memories together.

https://vimeo.com/1190585061?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1190585061?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci


National Merit Scholarship

Congratulations to Plainedge High School senior Francisco Martinez on being
selected as a recipient of the prestigious National Merit $2500 Scholarship!

This highly competitive scholarship, awarded by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation, recognizes some of the nation’s most academically talented students

for their outstanding achievement, dedication, and excellence.



This prestigious recognition is awarded to less than one percent of high school

seniors nationwide, making it a truly remarkable achievement. Francisco earned
this honor through his outstanding performance on the Preliminary SAT/National

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), reflecting his exceptional
academic talent and dedication.

 On behalf of the entire Plainedge school community, congratulations to Francisco
and his family on this remarkable accomplishment. We look forward to seeing all

that he will continue to achieve in the future.

USA Football Select Bowl

Congratulations to Gianna Ponticello on being selected to compete in the 2026

Stars & States event! We are incredibly proud of this outstanding achievement and

excited to see Gianna compete on a national stage with hometown pride!

Stars & States is a premier 5v5 flag football competition showcasing emerging
athletes and coaches from across the country. Featuring boys and girls divisions

from California, Texas, Florida, and the Tri-State area (New York, New Jersey, and

Connecticut), the event brings together top talent for a true National Championship-
style experience. The event highlights include multiple days of competition, skills

challenges, team practices, meetings and walk-throughs, and team-building
activities. Athletes and coaches will also benefit from onsite coaching development,

national trials scouting exposure, college coach visibility, state team uniforms, and a

full national team simulation experience.

We look forward to following Gianna’s journey to Los Angeles, CA in June and
celebrating this exciting opportunity!



Congratulations

Congratulations to the following students on being inducted into the Nassau
BOCES Barry Tech National Technical Honor Society! This outstanding

achievement recognizes their hard work, dedication, and commitment to excellence
in their technical studies. We are so proud of their accomplishments and look

forward to all they will achieve in the future!

Congratulations

Liam McKie
Aiden Mulvey

Morgan Como

Dylan Loccisano



Congratulations Aidan McNeil

Congratulations to Plainedge High School junior Aidan McNeil on advancing to the

next round of the prestigious Roger Rees Awards!

After his outstanding performance as Quasimodo in this year’s production of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame, Aidan has been selected as one of the Top 50 high

school theater performers in the greater New York area. He will participate in

workshops and coaching sessions in Manhattan with industry professionals as he
competes for the opportunity to represent New York at the national level.

We are so proud of Aidan and this incredible accomplishment! Break a leg!

Learn more about the Roger Rees Awards by visiting:

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/50-Student-Nominees-Selected-for-
the-2026-Roger-Rees-Awards-20260506

https://rogerreesawards.com/

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/50-Student-Nominees-Selected-for-the-2026-Roger-Rees-Awards-20260506
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/50-Student-Nominees-Selected-for-the-2026-Roger-Rees-Awards-20260506
https://rogerreesawards.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQXk0WUpqVzNrbk80Z2FMcHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Lz-G04zWVVgHu37gYYelZvU2BuzOSMpF_PuBh1bEf8JzXBzNVtcx3DiIsVg_aem_QEg1568zBipKhVb5ob_M-w


Plainedge Middle School - Life Skills

The Plainedge Middle School Life Skills class has spent the year learning about

appreciation and what it means to recognize those who make a difference in our
school community.

For Staff Appreciation Day, students created personalized aprons for our cafeteria

staff to thank them for always being so kind, thoughtful, and caring.

These dedicated individuals do so much more than prepare and serve meals; they

help create welcoming environments, support student well-being, and make a
positive impact on our schools each and every day. We are so grateful for all they

do!



New York State- Kid Safe Online Contest

Congratulations to Plainedge High School freshman Jackson Lehmann for being
named a contest winner in the New York State Office of Technology’s Kids Safe

Online Poster Contest!

This statewide contest encourages students in grades K–12 to promote safe and

secure internet use through creative poster design. Jackson’s outstanding work
helped inspire others to think about cybersecurity and online safety.

USA Football Select Bowl

Huge congratulations to Madison Crandon on being selected for the USA Football
Select Bowl!

This is an incredible achievement, earned by competing among some of the top
rising flag football athletes in the country and earning a spot on one of the sport’s

biggest national development stages. The Select Bowl brings together elite talent
from across the U.S. to train, compete, and showcase their skills in front of National

Team scouts and coaches, all as part of the pathway to Team USA.

We are so proud of you, Madison! Keep representing with hard work, heart, and

Plainedge pride!

We look forward to following Madison's journey to Los Angeles, CA in June and

celebrating this exciting opportunity!

Learn more here: bit.ly/SelectBowlExperience



Girl Scout Gold Award

 Leah is a Plainedge High School Senior. She completed a Girl Scout Gold Award
project this year. As her focus, she developed a cookbook for students in our Skills

program. The Gold Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout can achieve and
represents the ability to solve real-world problems, leadership and lasting

community change. The goal of the cookbook is to teach students with disabilities

cooking skills in a resource that provides directions in a modified manner including
visuals, clear language, and detailed instructions. Leah shared this resource with

our students and staff, and it has been used in some of our classroom activities.

100th Career Goal



Congratulations junior captain Peyton Wise, on achieving her 100th career goal an

exceptional milestone reached by only a select group of student-athletes in our
school’s history. With 127 career points and counting, Peyton’s leadership,

dedication, and performance continue to exemplify excellence in our athletic
program.

Plainedge Varsity Baseball

Plainedge High School Junior Jaxson Torres delivered a back-to-back performance
that he will never forget. Torres threw a no-hitter on 82 pitches, walking one and

striking out 15 to lead Plainedge to an 8-0 win over Locust Valley. He then followed

up with another dominating performance on the mound. He tossed his second
consecutive no-hitter, striking out 13 batters in seven innings on 106 pitches against

Wantagh in a 6-0 win seven days later making him NEWSDAY Athlete of the week.

Congratulations to Taylor Nitsch for setting a new school record in career strikeouts.

With his 217th strikeout, he surpassed the previous record and further solidified his
place in our program’s history.

Congratulations to Bobby Wescott who hit his 4th home run of the season, making

that his 15th on his career. He takes the spot at #1 in Plainedge’s all-time home run

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/1/


leaderboard. He surpasses Nick Cassio, who had 14 and held the record since

2010.



Stay Connected:



We invite you to stay connected with your school community by participating in
upcoming events and staying informed through our district website, community

groups, and social media channels, helping you remain engaged with all that’s
happening across our district!

Visit www.plainedgeschools.org/district/ to view the 2025-2026 Calendar &
School Guide.

Plainedge Fitness Center

https://www.plainedgeschools.org/district/


Plainedge School District | 241 Wyngate Drive, North Massapequa, NY 11758

 

          
 

https://www.facebook.com/PlainedgeUFSD
https://www.facebook.com/PlainedgeUFSD
https://www.instagram.com/plainedgeufsd/
https://www.instagram.com/plainedgeufsd/


Plainedge Public Schools | 241 Wyngate Drive No. Massapequa, NY 11758 241 Wyngate Drive |
No. Massapequa, NY 11758 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=668f4381-a2ce-4c9d-a265-633ae891e3be
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=668f4381-a2ce-4c9d-a265-633ae891e3be

