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A Message from Interim Superintendent of Schools-
Carol F. Muscarella 

The start of a new year is often associated with fresh goals and renewed energy.

Across our district, this spirit is evident in the dedication of our staff, the curiosity
and resilience of our students, and the continued support of our families and

community partners. Together, we are building learning environments where

students are challenged, supported, and inspired to grow.

The winter weather tested us this month, but our community rose to the occasion.
We are thankful for our hardworking buildings and grounds and custodial staff,

whose efforts kept safety at the forefront, and for the support and adaptability of our

families and staff. Together, we ensured a successful remote learning day for our
students!

One of our most anticipated events of the year, the Best Buddies Fashion Show, is

right around the corner and promises to be a celebration that truly brings our

community together. We encourage everyone to mark their calendars and join us
for an evening filled with smiles, confidence, and unforgettable moments. As

always, we invite you to stay connected with your school community by participating
in upcoming events and staying informed through our district website, community

groups, and social media channels, helping you remain engaged with all that’s

happening across our district.

On behalf of the entire district, I wish you a healthy, safe, and successful start to the
new year!

Warm regards, 
Carol F. Muscarella
Interim Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.plainedgeschools.org/


Best Buddies Showcase
PHS Best Buddies brought the fun to our elementary schools! They gave students a

sneak peek of all the excitement to come on February 12, 2026 at the Best Buddies
Fashion Show! Our adaptive PE classes had an absolute blast dancing, laughing,

and making memories with the high school Best Buddies. We can’t wait to keep the

celebration going!





Best Buddies Fashion Show
Lights, camera, action! You’re invited to the 2026 Best Buddies Fashion Show on
February 12, 2026. This is an event that brings together the entire Plainedge

community. It is a night full of family fun, fashion, dance, laughs, and most
importantly, lifelong memories for those students on that stage and the audience.

This year show will take you to Hollywood as our students are preparing dances

from the big screen! Get your tickets today at bbphs.booktix.com

http://bbphs.booktix.com/


Plainedge Athletes: Signing Day
This month, Plainedge athletes celebrated Signing Day, committing to the next level
both academically and athletically. We are so proud of everything they’ve achieved

and can’t wait to see what the future holds!



P.S. I LOVE YOU DAY 
2026 P.S. I LOVE YOU DAY DATE: February 13, 2026.



Congratulations Ashley Chen
Plainedge High School sophomore, Ashley Chen, earned second place in the Live

Figure Drawing Contest at the Huntington School of Fine Art, a competition open to

high school art students from across Long Island. In recognition of her achievement,
she received a $1,500 award to be used toward future classes at the studio.



Congratulations Joanna Nikolis  

Congratulations to Plainedge junior, Joanna Nikolis, on winning the 9th Annual New
York Tech Mini Research Grant Award.

Joanna was awarded $300 for her project, “Generational Cohort and AI Literacy as

Predictors of Nurses’ Intent to Integrate AI in the Hospital Setting.” Her work was

designated by NYIT as having scientific merit and the potential to impact the STEM
and health fields. Joanna plans to continue her project this year and looks forward

to representing Plainedge at prestigious research competitions next year, including
the Regeneron Science Talent Search and the International Science and

Engineering Fair.



PHS Varsity Cheerleading
We are beyond proud of our Plainedge Varsity Cheerleaders for competing at the

National High School Cheerleading Championship in Orlando, Florida! Their
dedication, teamwork, and school spirit have been nothing short of inspiring. From

countless hours of practice to performing on a national stage, these athletes

showed heart, perseverance, and pride in everything they do. Congratulations to
our cheerleaders for representing Plainedge with excellence!





Plainedge Middle School Robotics
Congratulations to Mr. Kowalik and Mr. Page’s Middle School Robotics Team!
At the Locust Valley Qualifier, the team finished 9th overall and earned the FIRST

Tech Challenge Control Award for their upgraded robot, featuring new sensors and



an impressive autonomous program. Next up: Long Island Championship on March

1, 2026!



District Art Show
The District Art Show was a wonderful celebration of creativity and inspiration. More

than 100 talented Plainedge artists proudly shared their beautiful work with family
members and friends. Congratulations to all of our student artists and to our

outstanding art department for their hard work, passion, and dedication in making
this event such a success.



PHS Music
A huge congratulations to Allie Perceval (All-County), Leo Katsougrakis (LISFA),

and Hayley Eng (All-County and LISFA) for their incredible achievements! Their
dedication, talent, and hard work have truly paid off, and we are so proud to

celebrate their success. Amazing work!



 World Read Aloud Day
Students had a wonderful time celebrating World Read Aloud Day with a special
read-aloud experience that emphasized the joy and importance of literacy. These

shared moments help spark a love of reading, build strong listening and

comprehension skills, and remind us how powerful it is when we read together as a
community. Experiences like this support every student’s learning journey and help

make reading fun and meaningful!





 LISEF / NYSSEF Students

Congratulations to the following Plainedge High School students who submitted

their independent research to the regional and state-level divisions of Regeneron's
International Science and Engineering Fair. These students invested dozens of

hours beyond the school day, recruited mentors, and composed a 20-30 page
research paper on a wide variety of STEM topics. These students will be competing

against the best student researchers in New York State for a chance to represent

Plainedge at the international fair in Phoenix, Arizona.
Congratulations

Daniel Blake
Giana Diaz

Eliana DiPalo
Khloe Hong
Daniel Lee

Francisco Martinez
Lia Nicolosi

Gouri Parashar
John Ricci

Sonia Snyder
Shitab Uddin



Spring Adult Education
The Plainedge Adult Continuing Education spring program is open for registration!

Looking to learn something new this spring? Whether you're brushing up on skills,
exploring a hobby, or just trying something fun, Plainedge Adult Education has a

class for you! Register by visiting bit.ly/PlainedgeSpringAdultEducation2026

Teacher Spotlight

http://bit.ly/PlainedgeSpringAdultEducation2026


Dr. Eileen Santoro has been a valued member of the Plainedge School District for

14 years and currently serves as the STREAM teacher at Eastplain Elementary
School. She is an exceptional educator whose work is distinguished by innovation,

a strong focus on technology integration, and an unwavering commitment to student
growth and achievement. Dr. Santoro’s impact extends well beyond her classroom;

she leads meaningful service-learning initiatives, provides thoughtful mentorship to

new educators, and expertly manages the Eastplain school garden, enriching the
school community through experiential learning opportunities. In recognition of her

outstanding contributions to education, Dr. Santoro has been honored as the
recipient of the 2026 ASSET Bright Light Award. We are privileged to have Dr.

Santoro’s leadership, expertise, and dedication at Eastplain Elementary School and

throughout the Plainedge School District.



Kindergarten Registration is open
2026-2027 Kindergarten online registration will begin on January 20, 2026. Children

must be 5 years of age on or before December 1, 2026 to register for Kindergarten.

Please visit www.plainedgeschools.org for more information.

PHS Summa Cum Laude Breakfast
Congratulations to the 13 Seniors with grade point averages of 100 and over. The

following students achieved this tremendous accomplishment and were recognized
at our annual Summa Cum Laude breakfast. In addition, we announced our

valedictorian and salutatorian. The valedictorian for the class of 2026 is Leah

Muldoon. Our salutatorian is Khloe Hong. Please make sure to congratulate the
students when you see them!

Congratulations:
Katelyn Bonnet
Joelle De Oca

Hayley Eng
Kyla Gawronski

Khloe Hong
Evan Kass

Erin Ludwig
Francisco Martinez

Leah Muldoon
Gouri Parashar

Arianna Peterson
Andrew Picardi

Anthony Pravata



Board Of Education Meeting:

 Board of Education meetings are livestreamed at: https://bit.ly/PUFSD-
BOE_Meeting

https://bit.ly/PUFSD-BOE_Meeting
https://bit.ly/PUFSD-BOE_Meeting


PMS National Junior Honor Society
The Plainedge Middle School National Junior Honor Society students proudly
hosted their annual Teacher Appreciation Coffee to celebrate the holiday season.

The event was a thoughtful way for students to thank teachers for their dedication,
support, and hard work throughout the year. Faculty enjoyed warm beverages,

sweet treats, and festive cheer as students shared their gratitude and holiday spirit.
It was a meaningful tradition that highlighted the strong sense of appreciation and

community at Plainedge.



New York Islanders - Teacher of the month
The New York Islanders’ Teacher of the Month, Charles E. Schwarting Elementary

School teacher Megan Bender, celebrated an exciting overtime victory and scored
big for her classroom, too! Megan received $500.00 in classroom supplies,

generously sponsored by Xerox. Congrats Megan and thank you for all you do!

Bristal Buddies
Just before the December holiday recess, students from Charles E. Schwarting’s

5th grade band and chorus took time to visit our Bristal Buddies and spread some

festive cheer. Through uplifting musical performances, friendly conversations, and
genuine acts of kindness, our students brought smiles to the residents and

brightened their day. This meaningful experience allowed students to share their
talents while celebrating the true spirit of the season!





Plainedge Fitness Center
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