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A message from Superintendent Dr. Edward A. Salina, Jr.

Hello Plainedge!

| hope you all had an enjoyable and restful winter recess with your families.
In this month’s newsletter, we embark on a journey together, exploring the multifaceted aspects of life within our vibrant
community.

| am happy and proud to announce that two of our schools, John H. West Elementary School and Plainedge Middle School were
designated as State Schools of Character. There are 87 schools out of 228 worldwide that received this award of distinction.
Only three schools in New York State were on that list, and two of those were Plainedge schools. We have been recognized for
developing and implementing an intentional, proactive, and comprehensive approach that embeds character in all aspects of
school life. Congratulations to our entire school community for their significant contributions to the education and exceptional
character development of our students. Your commitment and efforts have played a crucial role in shaping the outstanding
character of our students.

I, along with the Plainedge Schools Central Office Administrative team and the Plainedge Board of Education, thank you for
your continued support of our schools. We couldn’t do it without you.
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100 Days Of School World Read Aloud Da

Celebrating 100 Days of School! Each day has been a stepping Plainedge Schools promote the importance of reading to and with

stone in our students’ educational journey, where they’ve tackled children every single day. This event helped demonstrate to our

challenges, made new friends, and discovered the joy of knowledge students that leaders in our community are dedicated to supporting

together! We are so proud of our students and look forward to the education and believe that reading is an integral part of everyday life.

exciting experiences awaiting them throughout the remainder of the A special thank you to our distinguished guests: Nassau County

school year! Legislator John Ferretti, Ray Moore, Board of Education President Dr.
Lynnda Nadien, Board of Education Trustee, Jennifer Maggio, (pictured
above) Robert Maggio, Eastplain Parents, Central Administrators and
Staff Members.
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_Varsi'ty Cheer takes on Orlando

Our Plainedge Varsity cheer squad participated in the UCA National High School Cheerleading
Championship in Orlando, Florida this month. We are so proud of the team’s dedication and
hard work as they prepared for two competitions! Congratulations to the cheerleaders and

coaches for their remarkable achievement. Keep shining bright!
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Plainedge Perk is brewing up a special blend of possibilities! P.S. | Love You Day was celebrated on February 9th across the entire
The student-run coffee shop at John H. West Elementary School is district. Students and staff wore purple to spread mental health
officially open for business! Plainedge Perk enables our student council awareness.This year’s theme centers on the notion that “Love is Meant
members and special education students to brew up confidence while to be Given.” We encourage everyone to spread love not only to the
working on their teamwork, money skills, and customer interactions! We world and others but, most importantly, to yourself.

are so proud of our students and staff who helped create this amazing

concept that encompasses our school of character core values.

Come sip, support, and spread joy one cup at a time!




PHS Varsity Wrestling State

Champions

Congratulations to the Plainedge High School Varsity
Wrestling team on becoming NYSPHSSA dual meet State
wrestling champions on Saturday, January 27th at the SRC
Arena and Events Center in Syracuse, N.Y.

This achievement marks the first time a Long Island school
has won a dual meet state title since 2019! Congratulations
to the team on their hard work, dedication, and skill of
both the players and coaches. This victory is undoubtedly a
testament to their commitment to excellence.

Elyssa Ditizio is a district-wide guidance counselor who services
both the high school and our elementary schools. Miss Ditizio is

a beloved colleague, who is always willing to lend a helping hand.
She has a great rapport with all of the students that she comes in
contact with.

Miss D., as the students fondly refer to her, has established
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“lunch bunch” groups with 5th grade students across the three
elementary schools. In these voluntary meetings, students sign
up to discuss topics with students that are both age-appropriate
and are of high interest to them as young adolescents. All of her
sessions are well-attended and cover topics such as “Making
Friends, Friendship Drama, and Transitioning to Middle School” to
name a few.

Miss Ditizio has also planned a “new entrant breakfast” at each of
our buildings to welcome new families and most importantly our
new students. Students play icebreaking activities to get to know
their new peers inform new friendships from the start.

Miss D. has been been an active member of our School of Character
committee and has contributed greatly to the creation of our
Plainedge Core Values, our behavioral matrices, and the roll out of
our character initiative.

In addition, Miss Ditizio works closely with our elementary social
workers to support teachers with the implementation of our
social-emotional learning curriculum, “Competent Kids Caring
Communities.”

Miss D. is a valued member of our mental health team and an asset
to the Plainedge community.




