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Challenger 
athletes had their 
first home soccer 

game of the season! 
Everyone was all 
smiles on the field 
and in the crowd!



We are now a little over a month into the 2023-24 school year 
and as the chill in the morning air begins to greet us, I hope your 
students are beginning to settle in. With a new year comes new 
fresh faces, ready to learn, students continuing their excellent 
Plainedge education, and students who are looking forward to 
their next chapter in life. Through all of these phases of their 
education, our district staff, teachers, and guidance counselors 
work tirelessly to ensure that our students succeed.

I would also be remiss to not address the heartache that recently 
struck our neighboring district in Farmingdale. To lose two 
members of the community is a tragedy. In these difficult times, 
we hold our families close and offer our support for our friends in 
the Farmingdale School District.

A Chill in the Air Brings New 
Learning to Plainedge

A	message	from	Superintendent	Dr.	Edward	A.	Salina,	Jr.

Plainedge High School, Senior Ahmed Alaa-Eldin Hamdan has 
been recognized as a National Merit Scholarship semi-finalist, 
a remarkable achievement that highlights his dedication to his 
academic pursuits. The honor is a testament to Ahmed’s hard 
work and commitment to his studies, with special appreciation 
for the support and guidance offered by Mr. Cipriano throughout 
his academic career at PHS. 

Congratulations to Ahmed on this outstanding achievement!

Plainedge Student 
Named National Merit 
Scholarship Semi-Finalist



Four Plainedge Elementary Students’ artwork has been selected 
to be featured in the 2024 CCE Nassau Gardening Calendar and 
Guide which will provide home gardeners with daily information 
regarding best practices and research-based information.

The winning artwork will also be featured at the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Nassau County on Family Fun Day on Saturday, 
September 23rd.

Congratulations to Schwarting Elementary Students:

Cameron	DiGiacomo (Gr. 2) Bronze level award/artwork appearing 
on a monthly page.

Plainedge Celebrates 
International Dot Day

Plainedge Elementary Schools celebrated International Dot Day and its message of 
creativity, courage, and community through unique experiences in each grade level. 

Students were encouraged to be empowered to make their mark on the world.

Four Students Artwork 
Profiled in 2024 CCE 
Nassau Gardening 
Calendar and Guide

Abbie	Schiano (G.r 5) Gold-level award/artwork will be used on the 
page for the month of March.

Congratulations to Eastplain Elementary Students:

Isabella	Montagnino (Gr. 5) Silver level award - Her artwork will 
appear at the beginning of the calendar

Jonathan	Bianchini (Gr. 2) Bronze level award - His artwork will 
appear on the April page.
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Congratulations to Plainedge High School Football Coach Rob Shaver 
who was inducted into the Nassau County Hall of Fame! Coach Shaver 
has won six Long Island championships and almost 200 games in his 
28-year tenure. He attributes his success to his blue-collar work ethic 
and his mindset of always striving for excellence. Shaver believes in 
consistently pushing oneself to “seek the highest,” which has helped 
him lead his team to many victories over the years.

Mini-College Fairs for High 
School Seniors

The HS Guidance Department organized two mini-college fairs to 
provide an opportunity for senior students to interact with college 
representatives. The event had a total of 90 college representatives 
from various universities. The mini-college fairs are a chance for 
students to ask questions, learn about different institutions/programs, 
and discuss admissions criteria and scholarships serving as a valuable 
resource for students. Student Spotlight: Plainedge 

Students Selected for All-
State NYSSMA

Congratulations to our students who were selected as All-State 
NYSSMA musicians and alternates!

• Emily Brennan - Symphonic Band-B flat Clarinet
• Gabriella Manfre - Alternate-Violin
• Elizabeth Neofitos - Alternate-Bass Clarinet
• Ava Pallone - Alternate-Cello
• Charlotte Rosenberg - Alternate-Viola

Thousands of students auditioned for this honor last spring at solo and 
ensemble festivals throughout the State!

Plainedge to Host 2024 Spring 
Special Olympics - New York
Plainedge Public Schools is proud to be hosting the Spring Special 
Olympics - New York Games on May 4, 2024. Stay tuned for more 
information regarding volunteer opportunities.

Coach Shaver in Nassau 
County Hall of Fame!


