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It has been a great time to be a student across Plainedge. The 
district recently purchased a planetarium that will allow our 
students to learn more about the solar system, and cosmos and 
dream about what is out there beyond our community. This new 
addition to our STEAM program couldn’t have arrived at a better 
time as “space” is in the recent news with the Artemis rocket 
launching and plans to head back to the moon. Students will also 
get to use the planetarium at the end of November to take a 
virtual field trip to the edge of the arctic!

In November, we were thrilled to welcome back the Harlem 
Wizards to Plainedge. This is always a fun event for the students 
and is a great fundraiser to help the Plainedge PTA and PFT raise 
money for their scholarship fund. You can check out a video from 
the event by scanning the QR code on the next page...

Plainedge is also proud to announce that many of our talented 
musicians have been selected to take part in the All County choir, 
All-County music Festival for Orchestra which takes place in 
January, the All-County Band, LISFA Long Island String Festival, 
and the NYSBDA All-State Honor Band. Congratulations to all of 
these talented musicians and I’m proud that you all are able to 
share your talents with the entire county, island, and state.

The Plainedge Community showed up in full force to celebrate 
our 6th Annual Season of Lights Celebration at Plainedge Park on 
December 1st. Thank you to everyone who joined us to kick off 
the holiday season!

We especially want to thank the K-12 Plainedge Best Buddies 
Club, & our 6-12 Chorus Members for rocking around the tree with 
us. Thank you to Raymond Moore, his family, the Brian Moore 
Foundation, Broadway Bagel, and the Plainedge Federation of 
Teachers for sponsoring the festive event as well as donating 
the wonderful food, complete with hot chocolate, coffee, snacks, 
100 custom NYPD basketballs, and holiday-themed toys for the 
children. The Bethpage and N. Massapequa Fire Departments 
invited Santa all the way from the North Pole and brought them 
in on their shiny red fire trucks! A special thank you goes out to 
Supervisor Joseph Saladino, Andy Rothstein, Joe Pinto and their 
incredible Town of Oyster Bay team for all their continued support 
with all we look to do here in Plainedge! Thank you to members 

Exploring the Cosmos 

at Plainedge

A	message	from	Superintendent	Dr.	Edward	A.	Salina,	Jr.

K-12 District Guidance 
Newsletter

The Plainedge Guidance Department has relaunched their 
bimonthly newsletters. These informative newsletters contain 
important guidance announcements for our parents. Read the 
November Newsletter by scanning the QR code and make sure to 
subscribe for future newsletters.

Pictured: With 
the help of our new 

planetarium, our STEAM 
team hosted a virtual field 
trip of the Alaska Zoo! Our 

students learned about 
arctic discoveries, Polar 

Bears 101.

of the Plainedge Grounds, Maintenance, and IT Department, who 
go above and beyond each year to set up and support our annual 
Season of Lights Celebration.

And thank you to another very special group of elected volunteers, 
for all they do to improve our school community every day, and for 
attending the 2022 Season of Lights Celebration, the Plainedge 
Board of Education led by President, Catherine Flanagan, Vice 
President, Raymond Paris, and Board Trustees: Jenn Maggio, 
Dr. Lynnda Nadien, Dr. Joseph Netto, Sonny Spagnuolo, and Sisi 
Townson, and former Board Trustee, Eric Szillus. Thank you to Mr. 
Paris, and his company, ITG for donating to this event.

I, along with the Plainedge Schools Central Office Administrative 
team and the Plainedge Board of Education, thank you for your 
continued support of our schools.

We couldn’t do it without you & wish you all a very Happy Holiday 
Season!

Warm regards,
Edward A. Salina, Jr.



The Harlem Wizards at Plainedge 
Public Schools!

SCAN THE QR CODE	TO	SIGN-UP FOR OUR 
E-NEWSLETTER OR VISIT PLAINEDGESCHOOLS.ORG

Remembering and honoring all who served. All 3 elementary 
schools reached out to their families to provide the names 
of Veterans that they would like celebrated. On Thursday, our 
students made cards for these veterans and wore red, white, and 
blue in honor of them! Thank you to all veterans, past and present, 
who have bravely defended the freedoms we enjoy every day in 
the United States. The Plainedge staff, students, and community 
are beyond grateful for your contributions to society.

Honoring Those Who 
Served - Veterans Day 
2022

Plainedge Art Show
Our District Art Show was on full display at the Brian Moore 
Athletic Center! The exhibit highlights over 65 students’ artwork 
from Grades K-12. It was so great to see our community out in 
force to view the art exhibit and meet our amazing fine arts 
teachers. The work will hang on display at the BMAC for the 
next 3 months, until our Winter Art Show. Stop by and visit our 
students’ beautiful creations!

Scan the QR code to watch.
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Dave Levisohn, nominated wittiest in his class, graduated in 1960 from 
PHS. Following graduation, Dave became a camera operator in the 
military. He freelanced work out in California and received an offer 
from ABC! Dave is best known for his work with Dancing with the 
Stars, Grease Live and Hairspray Live as a camera operator. He has 
won 19 Primetime Emmy Awards and has been nominated 58 times. 
Dave even invited our Plainedge TV Production team last year to 
attend Annie Live and experience the magic of a live show production.

Alumni Spotlight

This month Plainedge Public Schools is honored to highlight Plainedge 
Middle School 6th-grade Social Studies and ELA Teacher, 6th-grade 
team leader, Teacher center leader, and National Junior Honor Society 
Adviser, Caitlin Sweeney. Caitlin is described as a lifelong learner. 
Constantly growing professionally and has recently taken such 
workshops as Canva: Deeper Dive, Social Media Extravaganza, and 
Get Started with Videoconferencing-Virtual Trips, Ask an Expert, and 
More.

Caitlin was selected to present at LITES, the Long Island Technology 
and Education Summit this October. At this conference, Caitlin co-
facilitated the workshop  Technology to Enhance Engagement (with 
Plainedge Middle School teacher Alexa Lerman). This workshop 
provided educators across Long Island with a foundation for effectively 
incorporating technology into their classrooms in all core subject 
areas. Topics included formative assessments, technology-enhanced 
activities, and scaffolds to support the needs of at-risk, ELLs, special 
education, and gifted students.

In addition to helping her sixth graders learn, Caitlin shows her 
leadership in developing new professional development workshops 
and is always willing to graciously share her talent and expertise to help 
colleagues learn. A few of the many workshops Caitlin has facilitated 
for our Plainedge Teacher Center include Student-Centered Learning, 
Building Relationships with Students and Parents, Using Tech to 
Promote the 4C, and Digital Books with Book Creator. Caitlin is also a 
Google Certified Educator Levels 1 and 2 and is currently supporting 
a cohort of colleagues strive to become Google Certified Educators 
Level 1. This year Caitlin became a Plainedge Teacher Center Policy 
Board member where she collaborates with others to plan meaningful 
professional development.

Teacher Spotlight


